Removing one item from the
calculation of SPM resources and
recalculating poverty rates shows,
for example, that Social Security
benefits decreased the SPM rate
by 8.1 percentage points, from 17.3
percent to 9.1 percent (Appendix
Table 6).14 This means that with
Social Security benefits, 26.5
million fewer people were living
below the poverty line (Figure
8 and Appendix Table 7). When
including stimulus payments in
14
Details do not sum to totals due to
rounding.

resources, 11.7 million fewer people were considered poor, all else
constant. On the other hand, when
the SPM subtracts amounts paid
for child support, income and payroll taxes, work-related expenses,
and medical expenses, the number and percentage in poverty
were higher. When subtracting
medical expenses from income,
the SPM rate was 1.5 percentage
points higher. In numbers, 5.0 million more people were classified
as poor.

In comparison to 2019, the 2020
antipoverty impacts of refundable
tax credits, school lunch, and WIC
all decreased (Appendix Table
7).15 The antipoverty impacts of
unemployment insurance and
Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF)/general
15
In 2020, pandemic electronic benefits
transfer (P-EBT) benefits were distributed
to free and reduced-price school lunch
recipients. SNAP recipients had this benefit
added directly to their SNAP EBT cards.
Due to likely comingled reporting of P-EBT
benefits as part of SNAP values, these
programs are reported both jointly and
separately this year. See report appendix
for details.

Figure 8.

Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including Each Element: 2020
(In millions)

Under 18 years
Social Security
Economic Impact/stimulus1
Unemployment insurance
Refundable tax credits2
SNAP + school lunch

18 to 64 years

65 years and older

–26.5
–11.7
–5.5
–5.3
–3.2

SNAP

–2.9

SSI

–2.7

Housing subsidies

–2.4

Child support received

–0.5

TANF/general assistance

–0.5

School lunch

–0.3

Workers' compensation

–0.2

Energy assistance

–0.1

WIC

–0.1

Child support paid

0.2

Federal income tax

0.5
2.0

FICA
Work expenses
Medical expenses

2.5
5.0

Includes the first two rounds of stimulus payments. Additional details available in the report appendix.
Refundable tax credits do not include stimulus payments.
Notes: SNAP: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program; SSI: Supplemental Security Income; TANF: Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families; WIC: Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children; FICA: Federal Insurance
Contributions Act. More information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at
<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar21.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).
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