POVERTY IN THE UNITED
STATES

percent. 36 The poverty rate for
Hispanics decreased by 1.8 percentage points to 15.7 percent. 37
The poverty rate for Asians
decreased 2.8 percentage
points to 7.3 percent (Figure 8
and Tables B-1 and B-5).

were initially published in 1959
(Figure 7 and Table B-5).

Highlights
• The official poverty rate in
2019 was 10.5 percent, down
1.3 percentage points from
11.8 percent in 2018. 35 This is
the fifth consecutive annual
decline in poverty. Since 2014,
the poverty rate has fallen 4.3
percentage points, from 14.8
percent to 10.5 percent (Figure
7 and Table B-5).
• The 2019 poverty rate of 10.5
percent is the lowest rate
observed since estimates
35
The Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) determined the official
definition of poverty in Statistical Policy
Directive 14. Appendix B provides a more
detailed description of how the Census
Bureau calculates poverty.

• In 2019, there were 34.0 million
people in poverty, approximately 4.2 million fewer than in
2018 (Figure 7 and Table B-1).
• For all demographic groups
shown in Figure 8 and Table
B-1, poverty rates in 2019 were
either lower than or not statistically different from those in
2018.
• Between 2018 and 2019, poverty rates declined for all race
and Hispanic origin groups
shown in Figure 8 and Table
B-1. The poverty rate for Whites
decreased 1.0 percentage point
to 9.1 percent. The poverty
rate for Blacks decreased by
2.0 percentage points to 18.8

• Between 2018 and 2019, poverty rates for people under the
age of 18 decreased 1.8 percentage points, from 16.2 percent
to 14.4 percent. Poverty rates
decreased 1.2 percentage points
for people aged 18 to 64, from
10.7 percent to 9.4 percent. The
36
The percentage point change from
2018–2019 for Blacks is not significantly
different than the percentage point change
for Whites, Asians, or Hispanics.
37
The percentage point change from
2018–2019 for Hispanics is not significantly
different from the percentage point change
for Asians.

Figure 7.
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Note: The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond
reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. See Table B-5 for historical footnotes. The data points are placed at
the midpoints of the respective years. For information on recessions, see Appendix A. For information on confidentiality protection,
sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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